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Chit-Chat with actor lan Paul Custer: Q-u-i-r-k-y spells for

entertaining 'Spelling Bee' Find some fun

Submitted by Alicia Spates on April 27, 2010 - 5:32pm .r 73
Spelling wasn'’t lan Paul Custer’s forte growing up in St. Charles, he admits. He remembers the flashcards,

spelling tests and the perk of getting extra recess time, if he scored high on his tests. The 2008 DePaul

University graduate and actor is glad to reminisce on those times — though even happier he doesn’t have CA I.EN DAR

to live through it again — with the Noble Fool Theatricals production of “The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee.” The show, which is rated PG-13, plays in the Mainstage Theater at Pheasant Run Resort in

St. Charles. ABOUT ON THE GO

On The Go focuses on the active
lifestyles of residents in our
communities — from families to
empty-nesters, from singles to
couples — helping them make the
most of their leisure time. We
highlight local events, restaurants,
activities and attractions across the
western suburbs.

(Left) Samantha Dubina, from left, lan Paul Custer, Cara Rifkin, and Jack Sweeney sing out in the Noble USER LOGIN
Fool Theatricals production of "The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee" at Pheasant Run Resort. Username: *
STAFF PHOTO BY STEVE BITTINGER (Right) lan Paul Custer. SUBMITTED PHOTO

- X
How does this play make a spelling bee entertaining? Password: *

There are a few different devices that are used in this play. One is that we are 20-something and

30-something-year-old adults playing 14-year-old kids who have to spell words standing in front of Login
hundreds of people. ... And then there are the characters. The beautiful thing about all the characters is Create new account
that they all have different backgrounds and every character goes through their own journey. The Request new password
audience will be able to relate to the characters.

FEATURES
What's the story behind your character? TASTE OF THE TOWN

| play William Barfee. He has a bunch of personal problems, including allergies, like to peanuts and pollen,
plus he has echolalia, where he has the problem of repeating what people say. He's a bright individual but
doesn't have amazing social skills. ... He tends to use his foot to spell out words. That’s his quirk. BEST BETS

HIDDEN GEM

Did you have to get in touch with your inner child for this play? FREE TIME

Yes, of course. (laughs) You have to think about the good and the bad of when you were a child. | OUT & ABOUT



ed to have allergies as a child, and | would have to carry around tissue everywhere | went.
_ a time | never want to _go back to. (laughs) But it's fun to reminisce.
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I was OK. Even now, | use spell check a lot on my computer. Certain words just totally escape me. Thank
God for spell check.

What’s a word you have a difficult time spelling?
(laughs) Tomorrow sometimes gets me. Is it two M’s or two R’s?

WATCH THE PLAY

WHAT “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee”

WHERE Mainstage Theater, Pheasant Run Resort, 4051 E. Main St., St. Charles; (630) 584-6342,
www.noblefool.org

WHEN through Sunday, June 13; 8 p.m. Thursdays, April 22 and 29, and Fridays and Saturdays; 2 p.m.
Thursdays, May 6, 13, 20 and June 3, and Sundays; and 4:30 p.m. Saturday, May 8.

HOW MUCH $29 to $39; dinner show packages are $46 to $59
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